Through an investigation of journals written during the practice, it is apparent that students had considerable difficulty adapting their teaching to the context in which they were working, particularly in relation to the different cultural and social demands of the situation.
INTRODUCTION

Graduates
The number of student teachers who can take part in the practicum is limited by the accommodation available in the houses occupied by the teachers. There is no consideration that they might be accommodated with Aboriginal people.
Although it places greater pressure on the student teachers in relation to their classroom performance when they are living with the teachers, it also gives them a clear view of the daily lives of teachers in the communities, which is an intention of the practice. Vol. A consequence of irregular -and often small -attendance was the desire to keep children in school once they had arrived. 1996) showed that members of the community were interested in education and were willing to participate in its management. Unfortunately, few of the student teachers were in a position to confirm this interest, and there was little overt participation in most of the school.
CURRICULUM
The student teachers were acutely aware of In contrast to the above school, in other communities the imposed curriculum was designed to subject the children to standards of behaviour and attainment that
were not perceived to be essential.
Principal among these was the demand for cleanliness and neatness, with children being showered and dressed in "school clothes" prior to entering school, then changing back into their home clothes on departure from school. Not all schools showered the children, but the purpose can be questioned: is it to ensure good health, or does it make the children acceptable to the teachers cultural preferences?
The (Castley, 1988; Groome, 1995; Task Force on Aboriginal Social Justice, 1994; Watson and Roberts, 1996) .
Without such relevance children will continue to resist the efforts of the teachers by truanting, being unresponsive in class - Even so, the gulf between the cultures was difficult for the student teachers to comprehend. In the school where one of the teachers spoke the language of the community, a student teacher reported on the apparent failure of a child to learn a concept when communicating in English.
When the teacher questioned the child in her first language, it was apparent that she did comprehend the concept: Graham ( The credibility of staffing schools with teachers from the communities is much greater and cultural responsiveness is assured.
